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EŽǀͬ�ĞĐ�ϮϬϭϯ� ϳ

FÊÙ�����ÄãçÙù�Washington’s Elwha 
River was blocked by a set of 
dams that prevented salmon from 

accessing historic habitat and buried a river 
beneath a reservoir. With dam removal 
ŶŽǁ�ǁĞůů�ƵŶĚĞƌǁĂǇ͕�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ� ŝƐ�
ĞŵĞƌŐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ĮƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�
ƉĂĚĚůĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƟŵĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ͘�dŚĞ�
�ůǁŚĂ�ZŝǀĞƌ�ŝƐ�ƵŶŝƋƵĞ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞ�KůǇŵƉŝĐ�WĞŶŝŶƐƵůĂ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ǁĂƚĞƌƐŚĞĚ�
that represents approximately 20 percent 
ŽĨ�KůǇŵƉŝĐ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�WĂƌŬ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂĚǁĂƚĞƌƐ�
that reach to the very center of the Olympic 
Mountains. These mountains were formed 
ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŵĂů�ƵƉůŝŌ�ŽĨ�ŵĂƌŝŶĞ�ƐĞĚŝŵĞŶƚĂƌǇ�
rock and basalt that the powerful Elwha 
River has carved its way through. The richly 
diverse geology there has been sculpted by 
ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŇŽǁŝŶŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ĞƌƌŽƐŝǀĞ�
ƉŽǁĞƌ� ŽĨ� ƐĞĚŝŵĞŶƚ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƚŚĞ� ƉĞƌƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ�
ŐƌŝŶĚŝŶŐ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůĂĐŝĞƌƐ͘�dŚĞ��ůǁŚĂ�
River of recent geologic history has all the 
ĂƩƌŝďƵƚĞƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ǁĞůů�ƐƵŝƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐƵŝƚĞ�ŽĨ�ƐƉĞĐŝĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�WĂĐŝĮĐ�
ƐĂůŵŽŶ͕�ǁŚŝůĞ�ŝƚƐ�ĚĞĞƉ�ĐĂŶǇŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ�

geology create one of the region’s classic 
ďĂĐŬĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ǁŚŝƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�ĚĞƐƟŶĂƟŽŶƐ͘�KĨ�
ĐŽƵƌƐĞ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ǀŽůƵŵĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƌŝǀĞƌ�
descending from the mountains to the 
ŽĐĞĂŶ�ŽǀĞƌ�Ă�ĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ũƵƐƚ�ϰϬ�ŵŝůĞƐ�ĂůƐŽ�
made the river a prime candidate for early 
hydropower development. 

,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�,ǇĚƌŽƉŽǁĞƌ�ŽŶ� 
ƚŚĞ��ůǁŚĂ
/Ŷ� ϭϴϴϮ� ƚŚĞ� ǁŽƌůĚ͛Ɛ� ĮƌƐƚ� ŚǇĚƌŽĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐ�
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�&Žǆ�ZŝǀĞƌ�
in Wisconsin and with it came ambitous 
plans to harness the power of rivers 
ŶĂƟŽŶǁŝĚĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĞŶĞƌĂƚĞ�ĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƵĞů�
ŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͘�dŚŽŵĂƐ��ůĚǁĞůů͕�
one of the Olympic Peninsula’s earliest 
ĐŝǀŝĐ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞƌƐ͕� ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�
Ă�͞ŚŽŵĞƐƚĞĂĚ͟�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ��ůǁŚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�
ŶĞǆƚ�ϮϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ƋƵŝĞƚůǇ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ĂĐĐƵŵƵůĂƟŶŐ�
the land necessary for the development of 
Ă�ŚǇĚƌŽƉŽǁĞƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘�tŚĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�<ůĂůůĂŵ�
ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕�ŶĂƟǀĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ǀĂůůĞǇ͕�ŚĂĚ�ĨŽƵŶĚ�
Ă� ĮƐŚĞƌǇ� ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĞĚ� ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�dŚŽŵĂƐ��ůĚǁĞůů�ůŽŽŬĞĚ�ƵƉŽŶ�

ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�͞ŶŽ�
longer a wild stream crashing down to the 
Strait; the Elwha was peace and power and 
ĐŝǀŝůŝǌĂƟŽŶ͘͟��Ɛ��ůĚǁĞůů�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ�
ƚŚĞ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝŶŐ͕�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ůǁŚĂ�
Dam commenced in 1910. The dam was 
not anchored to bedrock but instead set on 
ŐůĂĐŝĂů�ĂůůƵǀŝƵŵͶ͞Ă�ĚĂŵ�ŽŶ�ƌŽůůĞƌ�ƐŬĂƚĞƐ͘͟�
^ŚŽƌƚůǇ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂŵ�ǁĂƐ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�
KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ϭϵϭϮ͕� ŝƚ�ĨĂŝůĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƐƉĞĐƚĂĐƵůĂƌ�
fashion when the river blew out through 
the gravel below the dam. Repairs were 
cobbled together and by the end of 1913 
ƚŚĞ��ůǁŚĂ�ǁĂƐ�ŶŽ� ůŽŶŐĞƌ�Ă� ĨƌĞĞͲŇŽǁŝŶŐ�
ƌŝǀĞƌ� ĂŶĚ� ĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝƚǇ� ŇŽǁĞĚ� ĨƌŽŵ� ƚŚĞ�
powerhouse to Port Angeles and beyond. 
�ƚ�ĮƌƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�KůǇŵƉŝĐ�WĞŶŝŶƐƵůĂ͕�ďƵƚ�
as the decades passed and the regional grid 
ǁĂƐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ǀĂůƵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�
ĚŝŵŝŶŝƐŚĞĚ͘�KǀĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƉĞƌŝŽĚ͕�Ă�
river that had once supported salmon runs 
ŽĨ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ϰϬϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ĮƐŚ�ĚǁŝŶĚůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ũƵƐƚ�ϰ͕ϬϬϬ͘�
/Ŷ�ϭϵϮϳ͕ �Ă�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ĚĂŵ�ǁĂƐ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�
'ůŝŶĞƐ��ĂŶǇŽŶ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĂƐ�ƐƵďƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ�

expeRiencing the elwha 
By THOMAS O’KEEFE

Elwha Dam.
WŚŽƚŽ�ďǇ�dŚŽŵĂƐ�K͛<ĞĞĨĞ



ϴ� ĂŵĞƌŝĐĂŶǁŚŝƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ͘ ŽƌŐ

included within the boundaries of Olympic 
EĂƟŽŶĂů�WĂƌŬ͘

dŚĞ��īŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�ZĞŵŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ��ĂŵƐ
�ĞĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŚǇĚƌŽƉŽǁĞƌ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�
ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� �ůǁŚĂ� ǁĂƐ� ĂŶ� ĞīŽƌƚ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŽŽŬ�
ƐĞǀĞƌĂů� ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ͘� �ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ� ƚŚĞ� ϱϬͲǇĞĂƌ�
FERC license for the Glines Canyon Dam 
ŚĂĚ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƵƉ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞŶĞǁĂů�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƚĞ�ϭϵϳϬƐ͕�
ƚŚĞ�&�Z��ƌĞůŝĐĞŶƐŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƐƚĂůů�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚͲϭϵϴϬƐ͘��ƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ƟŵĞ͕� ůŽĐĂů� ĐŽŶƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ� ĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ� ZŝĐŬ�
ZƵƚǌ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽďƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�&�Z��ĚŝĚ�
ŶŽƚ� ŚĂǀĞ� ƚŚĞ� ũƵƌŝƐĚŝĐƟŽŶĂů� ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ� ƚŽ�

ůŝĐĞŶƐĞ�Ă�ŚǇĚƌŽƉŽǁĞƌ�ĚĂŵ�ŝŶ�Ă�EĂƟŽŶĂů�
WĂƌŬ͘�/ƚ�ƚŽŽŬ�ƐĞǀĞƌĂů�ǇĞĂƌƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ůŽĐĂů�ƌŝǀĞƌ�
advocates worked with the tribe and 
ƵůƟŵĂƚĞůǇ� ƐƵĐĐĞĞĚĞĚ� ŝŶ� ĐŽŶǀŝŶĐŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞ�
mill that owned the dams that they were 
a poor investment. The dams produced a 
ƐŵĂůů�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ƌĞůĂƟǀĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐŝǌĞ�
and the impact they had on the landscape. 
hůƟŵĂƚĞůǇ͕��ŽŶŐƌĞƐƐ�ƐƚĞƉƉĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϵϮ�
the audacious idea to remove the dams 
inched closer to reality with the passage 
of the Elwha River Ecosystem and Fisheries 
ZĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶ��Đƚ͘�/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�
American Whitewater became formally 
ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞīŽƌƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ůŽĐĂů�
ƉĂĚĚůĞƌ�'ĂƌǇ�<Žƌď�ǁƌŝƟŶŐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�
for the American Whitewater Journal. 

�ůů�ƚŚĂƚ�ƌĞŵĂŝŶĞĚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�͞ƐŵĂůů�ŵĂƩĞƌ͟�
ŽĨ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͕�Ă�
ƚĂƐŬ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƵůƟŵĂƚĞůǇ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ�ƚǁŽ�ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ�Ă�ƐĞƌŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƟŽŶƐ�ďŝůůƐ͘�
tŝƚŚ� Ă� ĮŶĂů� ƐŚŽƚ� ŽĨ� ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ� ƐƟŵƵůƵƐ�
ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ��ŽŶŐƌĞƐƐ͕� ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ǁĂƐ�
ĮŶĂůůǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌǁĂǇ�ŝŶ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϮϬϭϭ͘��Ɛ�
ĂĐƚŽƌ� ĂŶĚ� ƌŝǀĞƌ� ĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ� dŽŵ� ^ŬĞƌƌŝƩ�
looked out upon those assembled for the 
ŽĐĐĂƐƐŝŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞĐůĂƌĞĚ͕�͞�ůǁŚĂ��Ğ�&ƌĞĞ͊͟�
an excavator set to work and began to 

break up the concrete and dismantle the 
dam that Thomas Aldwell had worked 
so hard to build. In the end most agreed 
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĚĂŵ͛Ɛ�ƟŵĞ�ŚĂĚ�ƉĂƐƐĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
environmental costs associated with its 
ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ŽƉĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŐƌĞĂƚůǇ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�
small amount of power it produced. At the 
ŽĸĐŝĂů� ĐĞƌĞŵŽŶǇ� ƚŽ�ŵĂƌŬ� ƚŚĞ�ŽĐĐĂƐŝŽŶ͕�
�ƵƌĞĂƵ�ŽĨ�ZĞĐůĂŵĂƟŽŶ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌ�DŝŬĞ�
�ŽŶŶĞƌ�ƌĞŵĂƌŬĞĚ͕�͞ �Ăŵ�ƌĞŵŽǀĂů�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ďĞƐƚ�ŽƉƟŽŶ�ĞǀĞƌǇǁŚĞƌĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�
ŽƉƟŽŶ�ŚĞƌĞ͙ĂŶĚ� ŝƚ͛Ɛ� ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ŽƉƟŽŶ� ŝŶ�
a lot of places because the process that 
we are going through these days is we 
ĂƌĞ�ƌĞĂƐƐĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ŽĨ�
ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞǆŝƐƚ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͙�/�ƚŚŝŶŬ�
this is not only a historic moment here 
but it’s going to lead to historic moments 
ĞůƐĞǁŚĞƌĞ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͘͟

dŚĞ�ZŝǀĞƌ�dŽĚĂǇ
While work to remove the upper Glines 
�ĂŶǇŽŶ��Ăŵ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ƵŶĚĞƌǁĂǇ͕��ůǁŚĂ��Ăŵ�
is gone and a new landscape has emerged 
before our eyes. Where the stagnant 
ǁĂƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƌĞƐĞƌǀŽŝƌ�ŽŶĐĞ�ƐĂƚ͕�Ă�ŚƵŶŐƌǇ�
river is eagerly devouring the mountains 
of sediment that were captured by the 
reservoirs for the past century. For anyone 
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KůǇŵƉŝĐ�ZĂŌ�ĂŶĚ�<ĂǇĂŬ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŽƵƞŝƩĞƌ�
based on the banks of the Elwha 
River. While the dynamic nature 
ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ŚĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŝƚ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚ�ƚŽ�
ƌƵŶ� ĐŽŵŵĞƌĐŝĂů� ƚƌŝƉƐ� ƚŚĞƌĞ͕� ƚŚĂƚ�
may change in the future. Owner 
DŽƌŐĂŶ��ŽůŽŶĞů�ĂŶĚ�ŚŝƐ�ƐƚĂī�ĚŽ�ůĞĂĚ�
sea kayak trips at the mouth of the 
�ůǁŚĂ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ� ǇŽƵ� ĐĂŶ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ� ƚŚĞ�
ŶĞǁůǇ� ĨŽƌŵŝŶŐ� ĞƐƚƵĂƌǇ͕� ĂŶĚ� ŝĨ� ǇŽƵ�
are passing through the area in search 
ŽĨ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ďĞƚĂ�Žƌ�ƉĂĚĚůŝŶŐ�ƉĂƌƚŶĞƌƐ͕�
ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůŬƐ�Ăƚ�KůǇŵƉŝĐ�ZĂŌ�ĂŶĚ�<ĂǇĂŬ�
can always provide the most current 
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƐŚĂƌĞ�ĂĞƌŝĂů�ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�
hang in their shop.

If you are planning a family trip to 
KůǇŵƉŝĐ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�WĂƌŬ͕�ĞǀĞŶ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ĚŽ�
ŶŽƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ŬĂǇĂŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵ͕�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�
ĮŶĚ�Ă�ƚƌŝƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ůǁŚĂ�ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ͘�
The old reservoir sediments are open 
ĨŽƌ�ŚŝŬŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĂƟŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁůǇͲ
forming beach at the river mouth is a 
ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƐƉŽƚ�ƚŽ�ǀŝƐŝƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǀĞƌůŽŽŬ�Ăƚ�
the Elwha Dam site and the old access 
road to the powerhouse all provide 
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ǁŚĂƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�
is all about.

The Elwha Dam comes down in 2012.

WŚŽƚŽ�ďǇ�dŚŽŵĂƐ�K͛<ĞĞĨĞ



EŽǀͬ�ĞĐ�ϮϬϭϯ� ϵ

ǁŚŽ�ĞŶũŽǇƐ�ƌŝǀĞƌƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŐƌĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƚ�
that is unfolding is nothing short of 
ĨĂƐĐŝŶĂƟŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�ŵŽŶƚŚƐ�ƉĂĚĚůĞƌƐ�
have had the opportunity to explore the 
new landscape. Massive salmon have been 
ĮŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǁĂǇ�ƵƉƐƚƌĞĂŵ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�
ŽīĞƌƐ�ĂŵƉůĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĂƟŽŶ�
ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŽŶĞ�ĐĂŶ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ�ĮƌƐƚͲŚĂŶĚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�
means to restore a river.

&Žƌ�ƉĂĚĚůĞƌƐ͕�ŵŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�ǁŚŝƚĞǁĂƚĞƌ�
is Class II but the river is far from stable 
ĂƐ�ĞŶƟƌĞůǇ�ŶĞǁ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ĐŚĂŶŶĞůƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌŵĞĚ�

ĂŶĚ�ǁŽŽĚ�ŚĂǌĂƌĚƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌ�Ăƚ�ĂŶǇ�ƟŵĞ�
as buried logs emerge from the sediments 
or are redistributed within the dynamic 
landscape.  Any blind corner could be 
totally clean one day and then choked with 
Ă�ŵĂƐƐŝǀĞ�ůŽŐ�ũĂŵ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ͘�dŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĂŶƚ�
to experience the river in person should 
ĐŽŵĞ�ǁŝƚŚ� ƐŽůŝĚ��ůĂƐƐ� /s� ƐŬŝůůƐ͕� Ă� ƌĞĐĞŶƚ�
ƐĐŽƵƟŶŐ�ƌĞƉŽƌƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ�ďŽĂƟŶŐ�
ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͘�,ŝŐŚĞƌ�ŇŽǁƐ�ĂƌĞ�ůŝŬĞůǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�
ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ŚĂǌĂƌĚŽƵƐ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ĂĐƟǀĞůǇ�
establishes its preferred channel. While 
the opportunity to experience this place 

ĂŶĚ�ǁŝƚŶĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƚŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ĮƌƐƚͲŚĂŶĚ�ŝƐ�
ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�ĚŽǁŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƌŝǀĞƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƚƌŝƉ�ƌĞĂĐŚĞƐ�Ă�ĐƌĞƐĐĞŶĚŽ�
as you approach the site where the Elwha 
Dam once stood. As you enter the gates of 
�ůǁŚĂ��ĂŶǇŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ďĞĚƌŽĐŬ�ǁĂůůƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐƉŽŬĞ�
to Thomas Aldwell as the natural place to 
ƉƵƚ�Ă�ĚĂŵ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ŶŽǁ�ĞǆƉůŽĚĞƐ�ĨŽƌƚŚ�ŝŶ�
the most challenging piece of whitewater 
ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌƵŶ͘���ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƚĞĐŚŶŝĐĂů��ůĂƐƐ�/sн�ƌĂƉŝĚ�
Ăƚ� ůŽǁĞƌ�ŇŽǁƐ�ĂŶĚ�Ă�ďŝŐ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ŵŽŶƐƚĞƌ�
Ăƚ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ŇŽǁƐ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�ŽŶĞ�ŐŝǀĞƐ�ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ�
something to think about. Downstream of 
ƚŚŝƐ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝǀĞƌ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞƐ�ŽŶ�ŝƚƐ�ũŽƵƌŶĞǇ�
ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĐĞĂŶ͕�ũŽŝŶŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚƌĂŝƚ�ŽĨ�:ƵĂŶ�ĚĞ�
Fuca at a new beach that has formed at the 
river’s mouth. 

Dams were once thought of as permanent 
ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ��ůǁŚĂ�
ƐŚŽǁƐ�ƵƐ� ƚŚĂƚ� ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ĚŽ� ŝŶ� ĨĂĐƚ�
ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ĮŶŝƚĞ�ůŝĨĞƟŵĞ͘�DĂŶǇ�ĚĂŵƐ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐͶ
ĞůĞĐƚƌŝĐŝƚǇ͕�ŇŽŽĚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͕�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƚŽƌĂŐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�
even scheduled releases for whitewater 
ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶͶďƵƚ�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞƐ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ�
do not outweigh the costs and in those 
ĐĂƐĞƐ�ƌĞŵŽǀĂů�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�
part of the discussion. In the case of the 
Elwha the discussion was a long one but 
the results are nothing short of amazing. 

Larry Little charges into the rapids at the 

former Elwha Dam site.

WŚŽƚŽ�ďǇ�:ŽŚŶ�'ƵƐƐŵĂŶ

The Elwha River flows freely 
through the former Elwha 
Dam site.
WŚŽƚŽ�ďǇ�:ŽŚŶ�'ƵƐƐŵĂŶ


